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PREHEEACHEH. 


During the session of the General Convention in New York, 
October, 1874, a few clergymen and laymen associated together to 
form the Hisroricat Cup, for the purpose of putting in print, by 
photo-lithographic process, important documents connected with 
the early history of the American Church. Many such documents 
are in thegarchives of the General Convention; others of great value 
belong to individuals. It was thought that an effort by which such 
papers might be multiplied, and, in their integrity, placed beyond 
the possibility of destruction, would commend itself to all interested 
in our early ecclesiastical annals. 

In the following pages are presented, in a collected form, the pa- 
pers printed for the HisroricaL Ciup of the American Church, 
during the five years of its existence.* In this collection we see 
letters from English prelates, who, in colonial days, manifested a 
hearty sympathy with the Church here in its difficulties and trials ; 
we trace the successive steps by which the American Church was 
constituted a duly organized autonomous branch of the Church 
Catholic ; we read the Letters of Consecration of Seabury and White, 
and the like Letter given to Claggett, the first Bishop consecrated 
on American soil; we find important testimony on several points of 
controversy. 

On the importance of many of these documents we need not 
dwell, nor does it require words to show how much more interesting 
and valuable they are in the exact fac-simile which photo-litho- 


graphy affords than they could be in ordinary print. 


*Except that No, 13, the *‘Concordat,” is also printed in a larger form, not suitable for bind- 
ing. In this form it may be had separately. 
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It is expected that, ere long, perhaps reorganized under a new 
name, and with some change of plans, the Club will begin again 
the issue, in fac-simile reprint, of important documents, which have 
been placed at its disposal. Whatever profits may accrue from the 
present series of papers will be applied towards defraying the 
expense of future issues. 

The expression of views of persons interested would be very 
acceptable to the Council of Publication. Letters may be addressed 


to either member of this Council, 


Tue Rt, Rev. WM. STEVENS PERRY, D. D., Li 2; 
Bishop of Iowa, 


Davenport, Iowa. 
THE Rev. CHARLES RoHADLE, Ds De 


239 Maryland Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


BeeS RO RTC AL’ ClUB 


(7) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(7) 
(8) 
(9) 


(10) 
(11) 


(12) 


PS Per PAPERS 


ISSUED BY THE 


OF THE 


AMERICAN CHURCH. 
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Pages. 
Heliotype of Lambeth Palace Chapel (Frontispiece. ) 
MAR Se AGO ad: TEVENSC). coher te nngooncecsts coosaeenee 2 
RCIA COr, ree meen eas ee pes eaduouse lass? s [deonpsad aeeooceheeetn 2 
UAE ARC EAT (2 eo een Dees car pbs Sine A) ey seep AMR RR fc 4 
DOLPOCUCLOLYE Hy CRIOTES en cebeweres can sce 55aesnOoess everday kak or 2 


Extract of a Letter of Bishop Sherlock, Feb. 19, 1759, 
in the handwriting of Bishop White, (G. C.) 8xr3..... 
Letter from Archbishop Secker to the Rev. Wm. Smith, 
D. D., Oct. 12, 1760, (Maryland Archives) 7x8 ¥..... 
Letter from Archbishop Secker to the Rev. Richard Pe- 
fete, Ames ry, 1704, (GriC:) FxOn careamosssies aves 
Letter from the Archbishop of York to the same, May 
eae Clams Sa Ni I RO 1 vat acacs eam eensien avaeoaieaace< saute 
Bishop Seabury’s Letters of Orders, (W. J. S.) 64x12... 
se ae. Letter of Consecration, (W. J. S.) 
One ie the ae Letters of Once given ie Bitoe 
Seabury, (The Rev. Andrew Oliver, D. D.) 61%xo...... 


ty 


to 


* Names and initials within parentheses indicate the present ownership of the original doc- 
uments, (G. C.) designating the Archives of the General Convention; (W. S. P.) the Rt Rev. 
W.S. Perry, D. D., LL. D.; (W. J. 5S.) the Rev. W. J. Seabury, D. D. The figures follow- 


ing such parentheses give, in inches, the size of the originals. 


(25) 


(26) 
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Concordat between the Scottish Bishops and Bishop Sea- 


bury; (Wo Ji08.) 22x23: seem eer Ser eee eee 
Bishop Seabury’s Testimonials, (W. J. S.) 7X12 .0---- sc00es 
Letter from Bishop Horne to Bishop Seabury, (W. J. S.) 
TRON, sseoreoes EAL ORAS NS 
Letter from Bishop omnes to the Rev. Wm. Smith, D. 
DiGi Co 4x11) ae a Be oeeereoe es 
Paper signed by Bishop Pee te and the Eastern Dele- 
gatess(GyCi) BOER pect ws sntiee ey aneere es ont or ete eee ene 


Various signatures of Bishop Seabury, (W. S. P.) 61%4x9g. 

Letter from Bishop Jolly, referring to Bishop Seabury’s 
Consecration, at which he was present, (Md. Archives) 
7x84... Sor a cic Se eee 

A Declaration of Rights, signed by Maryland Clergy, 
August 13, 1783, (Md. Archives) 7x12.. eeeasekee 

Letter of the Rev. Dr. (afterwards Bishop) C Claggett to 
Bishop White, (G. C.) 7x8™%. ae 

Minutes of the Meeting of Clarera in “philadelphia, March 


29—April 6th,.1784, (GoC.) 7x8 teen. ceewne eeeeeeee 
Letter from the Rev. Dr. (afterwards Bishop) Parker, 
(Gr C.) 7X8 UZ voce os cusuecseenetegeetbmeheavs sqeecchgueeeehene 


Letter from the Rev. J. Graves, Moderator of the Con- 
vention of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, (G. C.) 


Extract from the Minutes of the Convention of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, Sept. 8, 1784, (G. C.) 


Minutes of the meeting in New Brunswick, May, 1784, 
in the handwriting of the Rev. Benjamin (afterwards 
Bishop) Moore, of New York, who presided, (G. C.) 
WASH TOs ews an sade ca te neummenece eaten Pee Ren cent Cnn een eee 

Proceedings of a General Convention in New York, Oct. 
1784, from a rare “ Broadside,” (G. C.) 6x11%4........ 

“ Proceedings of a General Convention held in New 
York, Oct. 6, 1784, in the handwriting of Dr. Smith, 
evhov presided,” (G. C.) yxx267208y ene eee 


to 
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(29) 
(30) 


(31) 


(32) 
(33) 
(34) 
(35) 
(36) 


(37) 
(38) 


(39) 
(40) 
(41) 
(42) 
(43) 
(44) 
(45) 


(46) 
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“A General Ecclesiastical Constitution,” (G. C.) 7x12% 
Alterations to “render the Liturgy conformable to the 
principles of the American Revolution,” (G. Cc) 
A AES RSS TA alc oo: Bee Pn nt 
Service for the Fourth of July, (the Epistle and Gospel, 
wanting in the MS., supplied in the handwriting of the 
Rt. Rey. B. B. Smith, D. D., LL. D., Presiding Bishop), 
Prd AUC RED OG. ctx yetanecchirencesceveets eames eee 
Proposed alterations in the Book of Common Prayer, 
DRL MaDe Bees yn chika Uh cace dt eaticsiwinx span tt cas ieee ke 
Articles of Religion, (as proposed), (G. C.) 7x12%4...... 
“‘ Plan for obtaining Consecration,” signed by the mem- 
bers of the General Convention of 1785, (G. C.) 
a Te ges No sen Seen Se tae cine agents deel doshasseaee ee 
Letter of the English Bishops, in answer to the address 
of the General Convention of 1785, (G. C.) 614x123 
Letter of the Rev. Dr. (afterwards Bishop) Provoost, 
SAO BBE gic tw iregs ab osSaeawesld es va ibueses Sheet ee 
Letter of Richard Henry Lee, (G. C.) 77x7...... 
Letter from the English Archbishops to the Committee 
of the General Convention, (G. C.) 714X124. ....ceee 
Black Letter Act of Parliament authorising the Conse- 


cration of Bishops for America, (G. C.) 5%%x9......... 
Letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury enclosing the 
BTOMEY Cray SOROS 4G Maton vcrauiey ar ceecaes¥osterestacelade 
Memoranda relative to the Consecration of Bishops 
White and Proyoost, (Gx.C,)-7IGX103Z...cccgsee orceaces 
Bishop White’s Letter of Consecration. (The Rev. Wm. 
NCC LORE TOMIETY ) ZOKP An a toanun eo aiveschersonesaseatontis 
Letter from Bishop Tozer, describing Lambeth Palace 
RB ae ed Sasa tate ty eeee tae ipnes hese aera tev seas sant enmence 
Letter from Bishop Seabury to pry White, (G. C.) 


ee reese er nee racraieresareenrside ce sre testy ugeate 
Letter from the Rev. Dr. Griffiths, D. D., Bishop Elect 


of Virginia, to Bishop White, (G. C.) 7x81 ........00. 
Letter of Bishop Inglis (of Nova Scotia) to Bishop White, 
I eee an eei catia deca y-aecaneoase (as .deacdecace 


(47) 
(48) 
(49) 


(50) 
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(52) 
(53) 
(54) 
(55) 


(56) 


8 


Bishop Claggett’s Letter of Consecration, (Md. Archives) 
DOKT [acca Wee ies sreenecieneaaeas ce aeememer bens Seni: Boston it: 
Circular Letter of the Rev. John Wesley to the Rev. Dr 
Coke and “others, (G. ©.) 52757 52. scceeseseeseees Jarabe 
Letter of the Rev. Charles Wesley to the Rev. T. B. 
Chandler, D.D 7, (WJ Sip 7 Rie ran nas oe areata 
Reasons against a Separation from the Church of Eng- 
land, By the Rev. John Wesley. Reprinted from a 
copy given by the Rev. Charles Wesley to Bishop 
White, with memoranda by Bishop White, (G. C.) 3x6. 
Letter from the Rev. John Wesley tothe Rev. Dr. (after- 
wards Bishop) White, (G2C2) Gx4, -csscus-pucneuncseckeeee 
Letter of Bishop White in regard to the Letters of the 
Rey;~Dr. Coke, (Md. Archives) 8x23) sisvssesuee ccstees 
Memoranda of Bishop White referring to the same, (Md. 
AECHIVES) BRE 3.0. wwsece can canewencenen se sae tech eeeetneceeren 
Letter of the Rev. Dr. Coke to Bishop White, (G. C.) 
WHET HG Set ea ceentne beet cee ncae ets Meee ECR eee 
Letter of the Rev Dr. Coke to Bishop Seabury, (W. J. 
Sep XT EH: ody. S805. Wen EP Aes Cee REE eeee 
An account of the Consecration by one Bishop, a Bishop 
in partibus, of the first Romish Bishop in the United 
States. From a contemporaneous Romish Pamphlet, 
CW. SPs) 3x6 7 
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Ebtrer? oo 


At a Conventsom of Clergymen and Lay Deputies, of the Preteftant Eriscorar 
Cuurcn im the United States of America, held in New-York, October 614 
and 7th \784:—Prefent as follows ; 

Revd, SAMUEL PARKER, A. M. Maffachufets and Rhode-Iflaad. 
Revd. JOHN R. MARSHAL, A. M. Connedticat. 


uEW-YORK, = 
Revd. SAMUEL PROVOOST, AM. Revd. THOMAS MOORE, 


Revd. ABRAHAM BEACH, A. ff. Hon. JAMES DUsNE, 
Revd. BENJAMIN MOORE, A. M. MA Ly Set } Bfgnices. 
Revd. JOSHUA BLOOMER, A. M. JOHN ALSOP, 
Revd. LEONARD CUTTING, A. M. 
wNiEw-jyRRS?Y, 

Revd. UZAL OGDEN, {| JOHN CHETWOOD, Efquire, 
JOHN DE HART, Efquire, - r. SAMUEL SPRAGG. 

PBAUKAD ELV A BHA 
Revd. WILLIAM WHITE; D. D. RICHARD WILLING, 
Revd. SAMUEL MAGAW, D. D. SAMUEL POWELL, >} icare 
Revd. JOSEPH HUTCHINS, A. M. RICHARD PETERS, 


MATTHEW CLARKSON, Efqpire. 


DELAWARE STATE, 
Revd. SYDENHAM THORN, Revd. CHARLES WHARTON, Mr. ROBERT CLAY. 


MARYLAND. 
Revd. WILLIAM SMITH. D. D. 
N. B. The Revd. Mr. GRIFFITH, from the State of Virgials, was Permifien. The of hat State being reftridted 
Ir prefent by Perml Clergy Veja retried 


‘ yet in force there, were oat at lit te fend Delegates, ox content 09 Alterations ig che Onder, 
Woh Sie chars po! a! % 


HE Body now affembled, recommend to the Clergy and Congregations 

| of their Communion in the States reprefented as above, and propofe to 

thofe of the other States not reprefented, That as foon as they fhall 

have organized or affociated themfelves in the States to which they refpectively 

belong, agreeably to fuch Rules as they fhall think proper, they waite in « general 
eeclefiaftical Conftitution, on the following fundamental Principles. 


I. That there thall be a general Convention of the ‘Epifcopal Church in the. 


United States of America. 


Il. That the Epifcopal Church in each State; fend Deputies to the Convention, 
confifting of Clergy and Laity. 


III, That affociated Congregations in two or more States, may fend Deputies 
jointly, 


IV. That the faid Church thall maintain the Doétrines of the Gofpel 2s now 
held by the Church of England, and thal! adhere to the Liturgy of the 
faid Church as far a8 thall be confiftent with the American Revolution, 
and the Conftitutions of the refpective States. 


V. That in every State where there (hall be a Bithop duly confecrated and fettled, 
he fhall be confidered as 2 Member. of the Convention, ex Officio, 


VI. That the Clergy and Laity affembled in Convention, fhnll deliberate in one 
Body, but fhatl vote feperatelys and the Concurrence of both thall be 
neceffary to give Validity to every Meafure. 


Vii, That the firit Mecting of the Convention fhall be at Péiladelpbia, the 
Tuefday before the Feaft of St. Michael next, to which it is hoped, and 
earneftly defired, That the Epifcopal Churches in the refpective States, 
will fend their Clerical and Lay Deputies, duly inftructed and authotiged 
to proceed on the neceflary Bufinefs herein propofed for their Deliberation. 


Signed by Order of the Convention, 
WiALLIAM SMITH, D.D. Prefdent. 
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7 HE Body now afflembled, recommend to the Clergy and Congregations 


of their Communion in the States reprefented as above, and propofe to 

thofe of the other States not reprefented, That as foon as they hall 
have organized or aflociated themfelyes in the States to which they refpectively 
belong, agreeably to fuch Rules as they fhall think proper, they unite in a general 
ecclefaftical Conflitution, on the following fundamental Principles. 


I. That there’ fhall be a general Convention of the Epifcopal Church in the 
United States of America, 


II. That the Epifcopal Church in each State; fend Deputies to the Contention; 
confifting of Clergy and Laity. 


III. That affociated Congregations in two or more States, may fend Deputies 
jointly. 


IVY. That the faid Church fhall maintain the Do&ttines of the Gofpel as now 
held by the Church of England, and fhall adhere to the Liturgy of the 
faid Church as far as fhall be confftent with the American Revolution; 
and the Conftitutions of the refpedtive States. 


V. That in every State where thete fhall be 2 Bifhop duly confecrated and fettled, 
he thall be confidered as a Member of the Convention, ex Officio. 


VI. That the Cletgy and Laity affembled in Convention, thall deliberate in one 


Body, but fhall vote feperately; and the Concurrence of both fhall be 
neceflary to give Validity to every Meafure. 


VII. That the firft Meeting of the Convention fhall be at Philadelphia, the 
Tuefday before the Feaft of St. Michael next; to which it is hoped, and 
earneftly defired, That the Epiicopal Churches in the refpective States, 
will fend their Clerical and Lay Deputies, duly inftruéted and authorized 
to proceed on the neceilary Bufinefs herein propofed for their Deliberation. 


Signed by Order of the Convention, 
WILLIAM SMITH, D.D. Prefdent. 
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ANNO REGNI 


oka Goll iy 


Ror Gil S 


Magna Britannie, Francia, & Hibernia, 


VICESIMO SEXTO. 


At the Parliament begun and holden at Weftminfler, the 
Eighteenth Day of May, Anno Domini 1784, in the Twenty - 
fourth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE 
the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c, 


And from thence continued, by feveral Prorogations, to the I'wenty- 
fourth Day of Fanuary, 1786; being the Third SefGon of the Six. 
teenth Parliament o: Great Britain. 


Printed by C. Eyre and the Executors of W. STRAHAN, 
Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, 1786. 


' £ : ee A 


7 . 7 
a TJ : > . 
: c? I ~ : 
£ “>; « 
a> DF ¥, i 1210 te 
an “ a Ca) 
ao P 
¥ am 
s be ee etd Shey eo ee 
oy re a 
7 ' / 
_) j 
Py 
* 
' ~ SS PP r is nr 
‘ P f ~~ cer 
" : : 3 frat 
wid a mt 
“ 
f rw 
= . 
>! : 
; 
a 
; 
‘ rete 
= 0 ee ine, 
> "a ba 1h | 
i ‘ 
he 
0% 


\@—atta © 


[ 1567 } 


ANNO VICESIMO SEXTO 


Georgi IIT. Regis. 


COOP Of oo cB ofocio ofchiongo oo Fockoakookouk a za ckcfo za 


CAP. LXXXIV. 


An A& to empower the Archbithop of Canter- 
bury, or the Archbifhop of Yord, for the Time 
belhg, to confecrate to the Office of a Bifhop, 
Perfons being Subjects or Citizens of Coun- 
tries out of His Majefty’s Dominions. 


DEREAS, bp the Laws of this 
RS? Realm, no perfon can be conte: 
trated to the Dice ofa Bihop with- 
out the Ring's Licence foz is Elec: 
tion to that Mice, and the Ropal 
Ne Wandate under the Great Beal for 

ew O His Confirmation and Confecration: 

anv Bir Si pak JPerfon who thall be confecrated to the 
faid Défice is require? to take the Maths of Alicgiance and 
Supremacy, and allo the Dath of due Dbedience to the 
Archbihop: Anb whereas there are divers Werfons, Sub- 
Jets 0; Citizeng of Countries out of Dis Bajetty's Domi: 
nions, and inhabiting and refiding within the faid Coun: 
tries, who profets the Jublick CHlophip of Almighty Gov, 
arcozding to the Principles of the Church of England, and 
who, in oder to provide a regular Succe lon of QBinitters 
for the Serbice of their Church, ate defirong of having 
certain of the Subjets o2 Citizens of thofe Countvics con: 
ecratedD Bithops, accozding to the sfoxm of Confecration 
in the Church of Engiand: Be ft enakted by the iking’s 
mot Creetlent Majettp, hy and with the Advice and 
Conlent. of the Loos Spiritual and Cemporal, anv 
Commons, in this pyefent Warliament aTembled, and by 


Preamble, 


[18 A 2] : the 


[16638] ANNO REGNI VICESIMO SEXTO, &c. Cap. 84, 
The Arch- the Authovitp of the fame, Chat, from and after the pals 


rou oo ing of this Ait, it hall ant map be fawful to and fo; the 
cher Bibore ACEHbiGop of Canterbury, o7 the Archbilhop of York, fog 
dine ktroae. the Time being, together with uch other Bithops ax thep 
fa, may con- thail call to their AMftance, to confecrate Werfans, being 
jetts offorcien Bubjetts o7 Citizens of Countries out of Mis MWajetty’s 
wihou tee” Domintons, Bidhops, for the JOurpotes aforetaiv, without 
for foe Bice. the King’s Licence foz their Eletion, o2 the Rogal MWan« 
wenlag hen Date, under the Great Seal, for their Confirmation ano 
Minloaie, Confecration, and without requiring them to take che 
Daths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and the Dath of due 
Dhedience to the Archbihop for the Cime being. 
bec votwith- IT. JOzonided alwaps, That no Perfons tall be confe- 
ning His evatedD Bihops in the MBannec herein provided, until 
Royal Licence the Archbitop of Canterbury, o7 the Archbihop of York, 
pr heCoue- fot the ime being, hall pave firk applied foz and obtained 
sation, G4 Dis MWajeltp’s Licence, bp Tarrant under bis Ropal Sig- 
net and Sign Wanual, authozifing and empowering him 
to perform fuch Confecration, and erprefing the Dame oz 
Dantes of the joerfons fo to be confecrated, noz until the 
faik Gechbifpop has been fulip afcertained of their fufkct- 
encp in good Learning, of the Soundnefs of their saith, 
and of the jOuritp of their Manners. 
NoPerfomfo THT. Jozovided alfo, and be it herebp declared, Chat no 


confecrated 


Sec. thereby Derfon o Werfons confecrated to the Difice of a Bithop in 


ccteinaror the Banner atozefaie, noz any Werfon o7 jerfons Deriving 

Nuiefys Do. theit Confecration from oz wnder anp Bithop fo confe- 

winions crated, my any Perfon oz Werfons admitted to the Dyder 
of Deacon 62 Priet bp any Bithop 0: Bihops fo confe- 
crated, 02 by the Succeflor o2 Succeffors of anp Bihop 02 
Bihops fo confecrated, hall he therebp enabled to erercife 
bis o2 their vefpettive Office 02 Dffices within His &5a- 
jeftp’s Dominions. 

Gartifeate of LV. PzovideD alwaps, and be it further enatted, hat 


Confecration 


to bugiven by & Certificate of {uch Confecration thall be giben under 

ihop ee. the and and Seal of the echbithop who confetrates, con: 
taining the ame of the Perfon to confecrated, with 
the Addition, as well of the Countrp whereof he tra Sub; 
jet on Citizen, agof the Church in which he is appainteds 
Bihop, and the further Delcription of pis not faving 
taken the faid: Daths, being eremipted from the Dbliya- 
tion ef fo Doing bp birtue of this aa. 
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BRISTOL, Szpr. 10, 1784. 


To Dr. COKE, Mr. ASBURY, and our Brethren 
in NORTH-AMERICA, 


1. PY a very uncommon train of Providences, many of the Provinces of 
North-America are totally disjoined from their Mother-Country, and 
erected into Independent States. The Englith Government has no Autho- 
rity over them either Civil or Ecclefiaftical, any more than over the States 
of Holland. A civil Authority is exercifed over them, partly by the Con- 
grefs, partly by the Provincial Affemblies. But no one either exercifes or 
claims any Ecclefiaftical Authority at all. In this peculiar Situation fome 
thoufands of the inhabitants of thefe States defire my advice; and in com- 
pliance with their defire, I have drawn up a little Sketch, 


2, Lord Kinc’s Account of the Primitive Church convinced me many years 
ago, That Bifhops and Prefbyters are the fame Order, and confequently 
have the fame right to ordain. For many years I have been importuned 
from time to time, to exe.cife this right, by ordaining part of our travelling 
Preachers. But I have ftill refufed, not only for Peace’ fake: but becaufe 
I was determined, as little as poffible to violate the eftablifhed Order of the 
national Church to which I belonged. 


3. But the cafe is widely difterent between England and North-America, 
Here there are Bifhops who have a legal Juri{di@ion. In America there 
are none, neither any Parifh Minifters, So that for fome hundred miles 
together there is none either to baptize or to adminifter the Lord’s Supper. 
Here therefore my fcruples are at an end: and I conceive myfelf at full 
liberty, as I violate no Order and invade no man’s Right, by appointing 
and fending Labourers into the Harvett. 


4.1 


(S22) 


4. Lhave accordingly appointed Dr. Coxe and Mr. Faancis Aszury, to be 


joint Superintendents over our Brethren in North-America: As alfo Ricwaxp 
Wuarcoat and Tuomas Vasey, to act as Elders among them, by bap- 
tizing and adminiftring the Lord’s Supper. And I have prepared a Liturgy 
little differing from that of the Church of England (I think, the beft 
conftituted national Church in the World) which I advife-all the Travel- 
ling-Preachers to ufe, on the Lord’s Day,. in all their Congregations, 
reading the Litany only on Wednefdays and Fridays, and praying extempore 
on all other days.. I alfo advife the Elders to admunifter the Supper of the 
Lord on. every Lord’s Day. 


. If any one will point cut a more rational and fcriptural way, of feeding and 
guiding thofe poor fheep in the wildernefs, I will gladly embrace it. At 
prefent I cannot fee any better method than that I have taken. 


.-It has indeed been propofed, to defire the Engiijh Bifhops, to ordain part 
of our Preachers for America. But to this I objet, 1. I defired the Bifhop 
of London, to ordain only one; but could not prevail: 2. If they can- 
fented, we know the Slownefs of their proceedings ; but the matter admits 
of no delay. 3. If they would ordain them now, they would likewile expect 
to govern them. And how grievouily would this intangle us? 4. As our 
American Brethten are now totally difentangied both from the State, and 
from the Exglifb Hierarchy, we dare not intangle them again, either with 
the one cr the other. - They are sow at full liberty, fimply to follow the 
Scriptures and the Primitive Church. And we judge it bet that they 
fhould ftand faft in that Liberty, wherewith Gon has fo ftrangely made 
them free. 


JOHN WESLEY. 
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wee RHETHER it be lawful or no (which 

aren itfelf may be difputed, being not fo clear 

= - XK a Point as fome may imagine} it is by 

Voge det 00 Means expedient for us to feparate 
from the Eftablith’d Church - 

1. Because it would be 2 Contradi@ion to the 
folemn and repeated Declarations, which we have 
made in all Manner of Ways, in Preaching, in 
Print, and in private Converfation : 

2. BECAUSE (on this as well a5 many other Ac- 
counts) it would give huge Occafion of Offence to 
thofe who feek and defire Occafion, to all the Eac- 
mics of Gop and his Truth - 

3: Because it would exceedingly prejudice 
againft us many who fear, yea, who Jove Gon, 
and thereby hinder their receiving fo much, perhaps 
any farther, Benefit from our Preaching : 

4. Because it would hinder Multitudes of thofe 
who neither love nor fearGon, from bearing us atall: 
A 2 5, Be. 


Fe el 


5. Because it would occafion many Hundreds, 
if not fome Thoufands of thofe who are now united 
with us, to feparate from us; yea, and fome of thofe 
who have a deep Work of Grace in their Souls : 

6. BECAUSE it would be throwing Balls of Wild- 
fire among them that are now quiet in the Land. 
We are now {weetly united together in Love. We 
moftly think and fpeak the fame Thing. But this 
would occafion inconceivable Strife and Contention, 
between thofe who left, and thofe who remained in 
the Church, as well as between thofe who left us, 
and thofe who remained with us: Nay, and be- 
tween thofe very Perfons who remained, as they 
were varioufly inclined one Way or the other: 

7. Because, whereas Controverfy is now afleep, 
and we in great Meafure live peaceably with all 
Men, fo that we are ftrangely at Leifure to fpend 
our whole Time and Strength, in enforcing plain, 
practical, vital Religion, (QO what would many of 
our Forefathers have given, to have enjoyed fo 
bleffed a Calm?) This would utterly banifh Peace 
from among us, and that without Hope of its Re- 
turn. Jt would engage me for one, in a thoufand 
Controverfies, both in Publick and Private; (for I 
fhould be in Confcience obliged to give the Reafons 
of my Condu@, and to defend thofe Reafons againft 
all Oppofers) and fo take me off from thofe more 
ufeful Labours, which might otherwife employ the 
inort Remainder of my Life: 

8. Because to form the Plan of a New Church 
would require infinite Time and Care, (which might 
be far more profitably beflowed) with much more 
Wifdom and greater Depth and Extenfivenefs ef 
Thought, than any of us are Matters of : 

g. Because from fome having barely entertain- 
ed a diftant Thought of this, evil Fruits have al- 
ready followed, fuch as Prejudice agair{t the Clergy 
is general ; and aptnefs te believe II] of them ; Con- 
tempt (not without a Degree of Bitternefs), of 
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Clergymen as fuch, and a Sharpnefs of Language 
‘toward the whole Order, utterly unbecoming either 
Gentlemen or Chriftians : 

10. Because the Experiment has been fo fre- 
guently tried already, and the fuccefs never anfwer’d 
the Expectation. (Gon has fince the Reformation 
raifed up from Time to Time many Witnefles of 
pure ae Cae If thefe lived and died (like John 
Arndt, Robert Bolton, and many others) in the 
Churches to which they belonged, notwithftanding 
theWickednefs which overflowed both the Teachers 
and People therein; they fpread the Leaven of true 
Religion far and wide, and were more and more 
uieful, ’till they went to Paradife. But if upon any 
Provecation or Confideration whatever, they fepa- 
rated, and founded diftiné&t Parties, their Influence 
was more and more confined; they grew le(s and 
lefs ufeful to others, and generally loft the Spirit of 
Religion themfelves in the Spirit of Controverfy : 

11. Because we have melancholy Inftances of 
this, even now before our Eyes. Many have in 
our Memory left the Church, and formed them- 
felves into diftinct Bodies. And certainly fome of 
them, from areal Perfuafion, that they fhould do 
Gop more Service. But have any feparated them- 
felves and profpered ? Have they been either more 
holy, or more ufeful than they were before ? 

12. Because by fuch a Separation we fhould 
not only throw away the peculiar Glorying which 
Gon has given us, That we do and will fuffer all 
Things for our Brethren’s Sake, tho’ the more we 
love them, the lefs we be loved: But fhould act in 
direét Contradi&iion to that very End, for which we 
believe Gop hath raifed us up. The chief Defign 
of his Providence in fending us out, is undoubtedly, 
To quicken our Brethren. And the firftt Meflage 
of all our Preachers is, to the loft Sheep of the 
Church of England. Now would it not bea flat 
ContradiGion to this Defign, To feparate from the 
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Church? Thefe Things being confidered, we can- 
not apprehend, whether it be lawful in itfelf cr no, 
that it is lawful for us: were it only on this 
Ground, That it is by no means expedient. 


Tf. It has indeed been obje@ted, That till we do 
feparate, we cannot be a compact, united Body. 

Ir is true, we cannot “tll then be @ compa 
united Bedy, if you mean by that Expreffion, A 
Body diftin® from all others. And we have no 
Defire fo to be. 

Ir has been objected, Secondly, *¢ It is mere Cow- 
ardice and Fear of Perfecution which makes you 
defire to remain united with them.” 

Tis cannot be proved. Let every one examine 
his own Heart, and not judge his Brother. 

Ir is not probable. We never yet, for any Per- 
fecution, when we were in the Midf of it, either 
turned back from the Work, or even flackened our 
Pace, 

Bur. this is certain: That although Perfecution 
many Times proves an unfpeakable Blefing to them 
that fuffer it, yet we ought not wilfully to bring ie 
upon ourfelves. Nay, we ought to do whatever can 
lawfully be done, in order to prevent it. We ought 
to avoid it, fo far as we Jawfully can; when perle- 
cuted in one City, to flee into another. If Gop 
fhould fuffer a General Perfecution, who would be 
able to abide it, we know not. Perhaps thofe who 
talk loudeft, might flee firft. Remember the Cafe 
of Dr. Pendleton. 


NIf.. Upon the whole, one cannot but obferve, 
how defirable it is, That all of us who are engaged 
in the fame Work, fhould think and fpeak the fame 
Thing, be united in one Judgment, and ufe one 
and the fame Language. 

Do we not all now fee Ourfeiver, the Methodifts 
(focalled) in general, the Church and the Clergy in 
a clear Light? j 

We 
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We look upon eurfelves, not as the Authors, or 
Ringleaders of a particular Seét or Party ; (Ic is the 
fartheft Thing from our Thoughts :) but as Mef- 
fengers of Gop, to thofe who are Chriftians in 
Name, but Heathens in Heart and in Life, to call 
them back to that from which they are fallen, to 
real, genuine Chriftianity. We -are therefore 
Debtors to all thefe, of whatever Opinion or De- 
Bomination: And are confequently to.do all that in 
us lies, to pleafe all, for their Good, to Edification. 

We look upon the Afethodifis (fo called) in 
general, not as any particular Party ; (This would 
exceedingly obfiruét the Grand Defign, for which 
we conceive Gop ‘has raifed them up). but as living 
Witnefles in and to every Party, of thas Chrifti- 
anity which we preach; which is hereby demon- 
ftrated to be a real Thing, and vifibly held out to 
all the World. . 

WE iook upon England as that Part of the World. 
and the Church as that Part of England, to which all 
we who are born and have been brought up there- 
in, owe our firlt and chief Regard, We feelin 
ourtelves a {trong Zropyn', a Kind of Natural Affecs 
tion for our Country, which we apprehend Chrifti- 
anity was never defigned either to root out or to 
impair. We havea more peculiar Concern for our 
Brethren, for that Part of our Countrymen, to 
whom we have been joined from our Youth up, by 
Ties of a Religious as well as a Civil Nature. 
True it is, that they are in general, without Gop 
in the World. So much the more do our Bowels 
yearn over them. They do lie 12 Darknefs and the 
Shadow of Death, The more tender is our Com- 
paffion for them. And when we have the fullett 
Conviétion of that complicated Wickedne which 
covers them as a Fleod. then do we feel the moft 
(and we defire to feel yet more) of that inexpreffible 
Emotion, with which our bleffed Lorn beheld Fe- 
rufalem, and wept and lamented over it, Then are 
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we the moft willing to /pend and io be /pent for them, 
yea, to lay down our Lives for our Brethren, 

We look upon the Clergy, not only as a Part of 
thefe our Brethren, but as that Part whom Gop by 
his adorable Providence, has calied to be Watch- 
men over the reft, for whom therefore they are to 
give a ftrit Account. If thefe then negle& their 
important Charge, if they do not watch over them 
with all their Power, they will be of all Men moft 
miferable, and fo are entitled to our deepeft Com- 
paffion. So that to feel, and much more to exprefs 
either Contempt or Bitternefs towards them, betrays 
an utter Ignorance of ourfelves and of the Spirit 
which we efpecially fhould be of. 

Because this'is a Point of uncommon Concern, 
let us cenfider it a little farther. { 

Tue Clergy wherever we are, are either Friends 
to the Truth, or Neuters, or Enemies to it. 

I¥ they are Friends to it, certainly we fhould do 
every Thing, and omit every Thing we can with a 
fafe Confcience, in order to continue, and if it be 
pofible, increafe their Good-will to it. 

Ik they neither further nor hinder it, we fhould 
do all that in us Sies, both for their Sakes and for the 
Sake of their feveral Flocks, to give their Neutrality 
the right Turn, that it may change into Love rather 
than Hatred. 

Ir they are Enemies, {till we fhould not defpair 
of leflening, if not removing their Prejudice. We 
thould try every Means again and again. We 
fhould employ all our Care, Labour, Prudence, 
joined with fervent Prayer, to overcome Evil with 
Good, to melt their Hardnefs into Love. 

Ir is true, that when any of thefe openly wreft 
the Scriptures, and deny the grand Truths of the 
Gofpel, we cannot but declare and defend, at con- 
venient Opportunities, the important Truths which 
they deny. But in this Cafe efpecially we have 
Need of all Gentlenefs and Meeknefs of Wifdom. 

~ Contempt, 
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Contempt, Sharpnefs, Bitternefs can do no Good 
The Wrath of Man worketh'wot the Rigbtcoufne/s of 
Gop. Harfh Methods have been tried again and 
again (by two or three unfettled Railers): At Wed- 
nefoury, St. Ives, Cork, Canterbury. And how did 
they fucceed ? They always oceafioned numberlefs 
Evils; often wholly ftopt the Courfe of the Gofpel. 
Therefore, were it only on a prudential Account, 
were Cohfcience unconcerned therein, it fhould be 
a facred Rule to all our Preachers, ‘* No Contempt, 
no Bitternefs to the Clergy.” " 

2. Micur it not be another (at leaft prudential) 
Rule, tor every Methediff Preacher, ‘* Not to fre- 
quent any Diflenting Meeting ?”” (Tho: we blame 
none who have been always accuftomed toit) But 
if we do this, certainly our People will. Now this 

is aCtually feparating from the Church. If therefore 
itis (at leaft) not expedient to feparate, neither is 
this expedient. Indeed we may atrend our Affem- 
blies, and the Charch too; becaufe they are at dif- 
ferent Hours. But we cannot attend both the 
Meeting and the Church, becaufe they are at the 
fame Hours. 

IF it be faid, << But at the Church we are fed with 
Chaff, whereas at the Meeting we have wholefome 
Food :” We anfwer, 1. Vhe Prayers of the Church 
are not Chaff: They are fubflantial Food for any 
who are alive toGop. 2. [Phe Loxn’s Supper is. 
not Chaff, but pore and wholefome for all who 
receive it with upright Hearts. Yea, 3. In almott 
all the Sermons we hear there, we hear many great 
and important Truths, And whoever has a fpiri- 
tual Difcernment, may eafily feparate the Chaff 
from the Wheat therein. 4. How little is the Cafe 
mended at the Meeting? Either the }cachers are 
New Light Men, denying the Loo that bought 
them, and overturning his Gofpel, from the very 
Foundations : Or they are Predeftiarians, and fo 
preach Predeftination and Final Perteveraace, more 
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or lefs. Now whatever this may be to them who 
were educated therein, yet to thofe of our Brethren 
whe have jately embraced it, repeated Experience 
thews it is not wholefome Food: Rather to them 
it bas the Efe of deadly Poifon, In 2 fhort Time 
it deftroys all their Zeal forGop. They grow 
fond of Opinions and Strife of Words. They de- 
fpife Self-denial and the daily Crofs; and te com- — 
pleat all, wholly feparate from their Brethren. 

3. Nor is it expedient for any Adsthodiff Preacher, 
to imitate the Diffenters in their Manner of Prayiag : 
Either, in his Joxe> All particular Tones both in — 
Prayer and Preaching fhould be avoided with the 
urmoft Care: Nor in his Language; all his Words 
thould be plain and fimple, fuch as the lowett of 
his Hearers both ufe and underftand: Or in the 
Length of his Prayer, which fhould not ufually ex- 
ceed four or five Minutes, either before or after 
Sermon. One might add, Neither fhould we fing, 
like them ina flow, drawling Manner: We fing 
fwift, both beeaufe it faves Time, and becaufe it 
tends to awake and enliven the Soul. 

4. Fourthly, Ir we continue in the Church not 
by Chance, or for want of Thought, but upon folid 
and well weighed Reafons, then we fhould sever 
tpeak contemptuoully of the Church, or any Thing 
pertaining to it. In fome Senfe, it is the Mother 
of us all, who have been brought up therein. We 
ought never to make her Blermfhes Matter ef Di- 
verlion, but rather of folemn Sorrow before Gon, 
We ought never to talk ludicroufly of them; no, 
not at all, without clear Necefiity. Rather, we 
dhould conceal-them, asfaras ever we can, without 
bringing Guilt upon our own Confcience. And we 
faould al} ule every Rational and Scriptural Means, 
to bring others to the fame Temper and Behaviour. 
I fay, All; for if fome of us are thus minded, and 
others of an oppofite Spirit and Behaviour, this wil! 
breed a real Schiftn among ourfelves. It will of Courfe 
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divide us into Two Parties 3 each of which will be 
liable to perpetual Jealouties, Sufpicions and Animo- 
Gties againft the other. Therefore an this Account 
likewife, itis expedient in the higheit Degree, thar we 
thould be tender of the Church to which we belong. 

5. Im order to fecure this End, to cut of all Jea- 
Joufy and Sufpicion from our Friends, and Hope from 
our Enemies, of our having any Defign to feparate 
from the Church, it would be well for every Afetho~ 


_ dift Preacher, who has no Seruple concerning it, to 


attend the Service of the Church, as often as conve- 
niently hecan. And the more we attend it, the 
more we love it, as confant Experience fhews. On 
the contrary, the longer we abftain from it, the le& 
Defire we have to attend it at all. 

6. Lajily, Wuersas we are furrounded on every 
Side, by chofe who are equally Enemies to us and 
to the Church of England; and whereas thefe are 
long pradtifed in this War, and {killed in all the Ob- 
jections againft it: While cur Brethren on the other 
Hand are quite Strangers to them all, aud fo on a 
fudden know vot how to anfwer them: It is highty 
expedient for every Preacher to be provided with 
found Anfwers to thofe Objections, and then to in- 
firut ghe Societies where he labours, how to defend 
themfelves apainft thofe Affaults. It would be there- 
fore well for you carefully to read over the Preferva- 
tive againfi uafetiled Notions in Religion, toperher 
with Serious Thougiis concerning Perfewerance and 
Predeftinotion calmly confidered. “And when you are 
Matters of them yourfelves, it will be eafy for you 
to recommend and explain them to our Societies : 
That they may no more be toft toand fro by everp 
Wind of Dofirine; but being feted in one Mind 
and one Judgment, by folid {criptural and rational’ 
Arguments, may grow up in all Things inte Him whe 
is eur ddvad, even Jefus Chrift. 
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Tthink myfelf bound in Duty, to add my Tefti- 
mony to my Brother’s. His Twelve Reafons againtt 
our ever Separating from the Church of England, 
are mine alfo. 1 fubfcribe to them with all my 
Heart. Only with regard to the Firft, 7am quite 
clear, that it is neither Expedient, nor LawFuL 
for Me to Separate: And I never had the Jeaft In- 
clination os Temptation fo to do. My Affec- 
tion far thé Church is as ftrong as ever: And I 
clearly fee my Calling; whichis, to live and to 
die in her Communion. This, therefore. I am 
determined to do, the Lord being my Helper. 

I have fubjoined the Hymns for the Lay- 
Preachers; ftill farther to fecure this End, to cut off 
all Fealouly and Sufpicion from our Friends. or Hope 
Srom our Enemues, of our having any Dofign sf ever 
Separating from the Church. Ihave no fecret Re- 
ferve, or diftant Thought of it. I never had. 
Would to Gop all the Methodift Preachers were, 
in this refpect, like minded with 
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Avett Re PAO COT Ny 
OF THE 


Poon Bb Lt SSH M E NOT 
OF T HE 
Mew See of Baltimore in Marpland, 
AND OF CONSECRATING THE 
Right Rev. Dr. Joun Carrot firft srsuop thereof 
Ox the Feaft of the Affumption, 1790; 
WITH A 
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DELIVERED ON THAT OCCASION, 

AND THE AUTHORITY FOR CONSECRATING THE 
BISHOP, AND ERECTING AND ADMINISTERING 
THE SAID SEE, 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED 

EXTRACTS from the different a1Lis of r1cHT and 
CONSTLTUTION of the UNITED STATES,—That 
Liberty of Confcience is the Birth-right of every Man, 
and an Exclufion of any religious Teft for ever. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 


@F THE 
ESTABLISHMENT 
Or THE 


MEW SEE OF BALTIMORE. 


T HE Roman Catholic religion was intro. 
duced into Maryland, together with the firft fet. 
lers inthe reign of Charles I. who granted that 
province to the Lord Baltimore a catholic 
nobleman, as a refuge for perfons of his reli- 
gion fromthe feverity of the penal laws, which 
that unfortunate monarch wanted either the 
power or the fortitude to reftrain. A num- 
ber of catholic gentlemen and others emi- 
grated from England and Ireland with the 
hope of enjoying that repofe in the new fet. 
thement, which was denied them in their na~ 
ive country. The unrelenting fpirit of per- 
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lecution purfued them over the Atlantic. It 
deprived them of the juft fruits of their Ja- 
bours, it debarred them from every poft of 
truft and profit i in the colony which they had 
fettled, it compelled them to maintain Prote-. 
ftant minifters, and finally it enforced a- 
gainft them many of the Britifh penal laws, 
from the cruelty of which they had fled. R. F. 
Andrew White an Englifh Jefuit of eminent 
piety and zeal accompanied the firft colonifts 
in 1632, and from that date till the late revo- 
lution the American catholics in Maryland 
and Virginia were conftantly ferved by Je- 
{uit miffioners fucceflively fent from England. 
About the year 1720 the R. F. Grayton and 
others introduced catholicity into Penfylva- 
nia, and it has fince received a remarkable 
increafe in that province. Since the peace 
of 1783 and the fetthement of the American 
conftitution, penal laws are no longer known, 
and Catholics enjoy an equal participation of 
the rights of human nature with their neigh- 
bours of every other religious denomination. 
The very term of toleration is exploded, be~ 
caufe it imports a power in one predominant 
fe€t to indulge that religious liberty to others, 
which all claim as an inherent right. Ca- 
tholi¢ clergymen of various a-orders and na- 

tions 
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tions have reforted to America, and they 
every where find an ample vineyard to cultivate. 
Inthis ftate of religious freedom the clergymen 
judged it expedient to give ftability and dig- 
nity to the catholic religion by the eftablifh- 
ment of a regular hierarchy, and they there- 
fore petitioned from the Pope the creation 
of an epifcopat See and the appointment of a 
diocefan Bifhop. The Pope applauding 
their zeal gracioufly admitted their requeft, 
and allowed them to ele& their firft Bifhop. 
The Rev. Dr. John Carroll who had been 
for fome years the fuperior of the miffion was 
the obje@ of their choice, and this Gentleman 
was accordingly appointed firft Bifhop of 
Baltimore. Upon the receipt of his Bulls 
from Rome he immediately repaired to Eng- 
land where his perfon and merit were well 
known, and prefented himfelf for confecra- 
tion tothe Right Rev. Dr. Charles Walmefley 
Bifhop of Rama, fenior Vicar Apoftolical of 
the catholic religion in this kingdom. By 
invitation of Thomas Weld Efq. the confe- 
cration of the new Bifhop was performed dur- 
ing a folemn high Mafs in the elegant chapel 
at Lulworth Caftle, on Sunday the 15th day 

of 
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of Auguft 1790, being the feaftof the Aflump- 
tion of the Bleffed Virgin Mary, and the mu 
nificence of that gentleman omitted no cir- 
cumftance which could poffibly add dignity 
to fo venerable a ceremony. The two Pre- 
lates were attended by their refpeftive affiftant 
priefts and acolytes according to the rubrie 
of the Roman Pontifical; the richnefs of their 
veftments, the mufic of the choir, the mult 
tude of wax lights and the ornaments of the 
altar concurred-to increafe the fplendor of 
the folemnity, which made a lafting imprefiion 
upon every beholder. When the whole com. 
pany was feated, the following fhort addrefs 
was delivered-to the congregation by one of 
the affiftant Priefts. 
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Ao OTR TCA DIR Eo Ss: 
DELIVERED AUGUST Ib, 1790. 

IN THE 
CHAPEL OF LULWORTH CASTLE, 
AT THE CONSECRATION — 


OF THE KIGHT REVEREND 
Dr JOHN CARROLL, 


APPOINTED FIRST BISHOP OF THE NEW 
ERECTED SEE OF BALTIMORE IN NORTH 


AMERICA. 
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O UR bleffed Lord and Redeemer hav. 
ing defeated the powers of hell by the triumph 
of the crofs, formed to himfelf a kingdom on 
earth which was to confift of the ‘chofen of 
every nation, becaufe all nations were now 
become his own by right of conqueft. The 
Sun of juftice which rofe from the Eaft, has 
in its progrefs enlightened every region of the 
globe, and the kingdom of Chrift, the church, 


under the government of his Vicar and of 
paitors 


Pe 

paftors deputed by him, has fucceffively em- 
braced the whole world. Ages fucceed ages, 
empires fubvert empires, but the empire of 
Jefus Chrifi perfeveres ever one and the fame, 
ever perfecuted and ever conquering, becaufe 
all human revolutions are entirely fubfervient 
to it, and the formation of the kingdom of 
Chrift is the ultimate obje& of the whole 
difpenfation of providence in the government 
of this world. Never perhaps was this truth 
more fenfibly evinced, than in the late violent 
convulfions, by which the hand of the Ai- 
mighty has dif{membered the great Britifh em- 
pire, and has called forth into exiftence a new 
empire in the Weftern world, the deftinies of 
which, we truft, are founded in his tendereft 
mercies. For althoughthis great event may 
appear to us to have been the work, the fport 
of human paffions, yet the earlieft and moft 
precious fruit of it has been the extenfion of 
the kingdom of Chrift, the propagation of 
catholic religion, which heretofore fettered 
by reftraining laws, is now enlarged from 
bondage and is left at hberty to exert the full 
energy of divine truth. Already is catholicity 
extended te the utmoft boundaries of the im- 
menfe continent of America, thoufands are 
there earneftly demanding cathalic inftru€tors, 

and 
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and all penetrated with reverence for the apo- 
‘ftolical See of St. Peter have concurred to 
demand, from his fucceffor a catholic prelate, 
whofe knowledge and whofe zeal may eftablifh 
the faith of Peter upon the ruins of thofe er- 
rors, which the firft inhabitants carried forth 
with them from this country. But if Britain 
infe€ted them with error, we have the confola- 
tion to know that their catholicity is alfo de- 
rived immediately from us; and as we in for- 
mer ages received the faith of Rome from the 
great St. Gregory and our apoftle St. Auftin, 
fo now at the interval of twelve hundred years, 
our venerable prelate the heir of the virtues 
and labours of our apoftle, will, this day, by 
commiffion from the fucceffor of St. Gregory, 
confecrate the firft Father and Bifhop of the 
new church, deftined, as we confide, to inhe- 
rit thofe benediétions which the firft called 
have ungratéfully reje€ted. Glorious is this 
day, my brethren, for the church of God 
which fees new nations crouding into her bo- 
fom; glorious for the prelate eleét, who gocs 
forth to conquer thefe nations for Jefus Chrift, 
not by the efforts of human power, but in the 
might of thofe weapons which have ever tri- 
umphed in this divine warfare; he is not 
armed with the ftrength of this world, but he 
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is powerful in piety, powerful in zeal, powerful 
in evangelical poverty and firm reliance on 
the proteGtion of that God who fends him. 
Glorious is this event, for his numerous fpiri« 
tual children, to whom his virtues have long 
endeared him, comforting it is to us who have 
been long conneéted with him by the virtu- 
ous ties of education profeffion and friendfhip ; 
but in a {pecial manner, my brethren, honou- 
rable and comforting is this awful folemnity 
to his and our common benefaGtor, the foun- 
der of this holy fan€tuary, which fhall be re- 
veredthrough fucceeding ages, even by chur- 
ches yet un-named, as the privileged, the hap- 
py {pot, from whence their epifcopacy and 
hierarchy took their immediate rife; and this 
precious diftinétion will be juftly attributed to 
the prote€tion and favour of the glorious mo- 
ther of God, whofe houfe it is*, and through 
whofe patronage all chriftian churches are 
founded. On this her greateft folemnity, my 
brethren, it is your duty to implore the parti- 
cular affiftance of the great Queen of heaven; 
and while you are edified by the folemn rites 
with which the Catholic Church confecrates 


her prelates, you will earneftly follicit the 


* It is dedicated to the B, V. Mary. 
‘defcent 


L to 4] 


defcent of the Holy Ghoft on the Bifhop 
ele&t, that like another Auftin he may wor- 
thily fulfil the extent of the apoftlefiip to 
which he is called, and when you implore for 
him the fevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit, 
you will not fail to demand it through the 
intercéffien of her whom you daily falute, 
“* Mother of divine grace.’’ 

In full confidence of her prote&ion and 
bleffing upon our miniftry, we proceed to the 
folemnity of the Confecration. 
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FOR CONSTITUTING THE 


ew See of Balttmore in Marplanv, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL. 


FOR THE REMEMBRAHCE OF POSTERITY. 


\ \ HEN from the eminence of our apo~ 
flolical ftation, we bend our attention to the 


different regions of the earth, in order to ful. 


fil to the utmoft extent of our power the duty 
which our Lord has impofed upon our unwor- 
thinefs of ruling and feeding his flock; our 
care and folicitude are particularly engaged, 
that the Faithful of Chrift who difperfed 
through various provinces are united with us 
by Catholic communion, may be governed by 
their proper paftors and diligently inftru@ed 
by them in the difcipline of evangelical life 
and do&trine. For itis our principle, that they 
whe relying on the divine affiftance have re~ 
gulated their lives and manners, agreeably to 
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the precepts of Chriftian wifdom, ought fo to 

command their own paflions as to promote by 
the purfuit of juftice their own and their 

neighbour’s fpiritual advantage; and that they, 

who have received from their Bifhops, and by 

checking the intemperance of felf-wifdom, 

have fteadily adhered tothe heavenly do@trine 

delivered by Chrift to the Catholic Church, 

fhould not be carried away by every wind of 
doétrine, but grounded on the authority of 
divine revelation fhould reje& the new and 
varying doftrines of men, which endanger the 
tranquility of government, and reft jn the un- 
changeable faith of the Catholic Church. For 
in the prefent degeneracy of corrupt manners 
into which human nature ever refifting the 
{weet yoke of Chrift is hurried, and in the 
pride cf talents and knowledge which difdains 
to fubmit the opinions and dreams of men to 
the evangelical truth delivered by Jefus Chrift, 
fupport muft be given by that heavenly autho- 
rity which is entrufted to the Catholic Church 
as toa fteady pillar and folid foundation which 
fhall never fail, that from her voice and in. 
ftru€tions mankind may learn the objeéts of 
their faith and the rules of their conduct, not 
only forthe obtaining of eternal falvation, but 
alfo for the regulation of this life and the 
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maintaining of concord in the fociety of this 
earthly city. Now this charge of teaching: 
and ruling firft given to the apoftles and ef- 
pecially to St. Peter the prince of the apoitles, 
on whom alone the church is built, and to 
whom our Lord and Redeemer-entrufted the 
feeding of his lambs and of his fheep, has been 
derived in due order of fucceflion to . Bilhops, 
and efpecially to the Roman Pontiffs, fuccef- 
fors of St. Peter and heirs of his power and 
dignity, that thereby it might be made evi- 
dent that the gates of hell can never prevail 
againit the church, and that the divine founder 
of it will ever affift it to the confummatiou of 
ages, fo that neither in the depravity of mo- 
rals nor in the fluctuation of novel opinions 
the epifcopal fucceffion fhall ever fail or the 
bark of Peter be funk. Wherefore it having 
reached our ears that in the flourifhing com. 
monwealth of the Thirteen American States 
many faithful Chriftians united in communion 
with the chair of Peter, in which the centre 
of catholic unity is fixed, and governed in 
their {piritual concerns by their own priefts 
having care of fouls, earneftly defire that a 
Bifhop may be appointed over them to exer. 
cife the funétions of epifcopal order, to feed 
them more largely with the food of falutary 
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doGrine, and to guard more carefully that 
portion of the catholic flock; We willingly 
embraced this opportunity which the grace 
of Almighty God has afforded us to provide 
thofe diftant regions with the comfort and mi- 
niftry of a Catholic Bifhop, And that this 
be effefted more fuccefsfully and according — 
to the rules of the facred canons, We com. 
miffioned our Venerable brethren the Cardi. 
nals of the holy Roman church, dire@ors of 
the Congregation de propaganda fide, to ma- 
nage this bufinefs with the greatefl care, and 
to make a report tous. It was therefore ap- 
pointed by their decree, approved by us, and 
pubiifhed the twelfth day of July of the laft 
year, that the priefts who lawfully exereife the 
facred miniftry and have care of fouls in the 
united States of America, fhould be empower- 
ed to advife together and to determine, firft, 
in what town the epifcopal See ought to be 
erected, and next who of the aforefaid priefts 
appeared the moft worthy and proper to be 
promoted to this important: charge, whom We, 
for this firlt time only, and by fpecial grace 
permitted the faid priefts to eleét and to prefent 
to this apoftolical See. In obedience to this 
decree the aforefaid priefts exercifing the cure 
of fouls in the United States of America, 

- - unanimouily 
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unanimoufly agreed, that a Bifhop with ordi- 
nary jurifdiétion ought to be eftablifhed in the 
town of Baltimore, becaufe this town fituate in 
Maryland which province the greater part of 
the priefts and of the faithful inhabit, ap- 
peared the moft conveniently placed for inter- 
-‘courfe with the other States, and becaufe 
from this province Catholic religion and faith 
had been propagated into the others. And 
at the time appointed for the eleftion, they 
being affembled together,the facrifice of holy 
Mafs being celebrated, and the grace and 
affiftance of the Holy Ghoft being implored, 
the votes of all prefent were taken, and of 
twenty fix priefts who were affembled twenty 
four gave their votes for our beloved fon 
_John Carroll, whom they judged the moft pro-. 
per to fupport the burden of. epifcopacy, and 
fent an authentic inftrument of the whole 
tranfa€tion to the aforefaid Congregation of 
Cardinals. Now all things being maturely 
weighed and confidered in this Congregation, 
it was eafily agreed that the interefts and in- 
creafe of Catholic religion would be greatly 
promoted, if an epifcopal See were ereéted at 
Baltimore, and the faid John Carroll were ap- 
pointed the Bifhop of it. We therefore, to 
whom this opinion has been reported by our 
beloved 
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beloved fon Cardinal Antonelli Prefe& of the 
faid Congregation, having nothing more at 
heart than to enfure fuccefsto whatever tends 
to the propagation of true religion and to the 
_ honour and increafe of the Catholic Church; 
by the plenitude of our apoftolical power, and 
by the tenour of thefe prefent, do eftablith 
and ereét the aforefaid town of Baltimore into 
an epifcopal See for ever, for one Bifhop to be 
chofen by us in all future vacancies; and We 
therefore, by the apoftolical authority afore. 
faid, do allow, grant and permit to the Bifhop 
of the faid city, and to his fucceffors in all fu- 
ture times, to exercife epifcopal power and ju- 
rifdiétion, and to hold and enjoy all.and every 
right and privilege of order and jurifdi€ion, 
and of every other epifcopal funéion, and 
which Bifhops conftituted in other places are 
empowered to hold and enjoy in their refpec- 
tive churches, cities and diocefes, by right, 
cuftom or by other means, by general privi- 
leges, graces, indults and apoftolical difpenfa- 
uons, together with all pre-eminencies, ho- 
nours, immunities, graces and favours, which 
other Cathedral Churches, by right or cuf- 
tom, or in any other fort, have, hold and en- — 
joy. We moreover decree and declare the 
faid epifcopal See thus erefted, to be fubje& 
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or fuffragan to no Metropolitan right or ju- 
rifdi@tion, but to be for ever fubje€t imme- 
diately to us, and to our fucceffors the Roman 
pontiffs, and to this apoftolical See.. And ull 
another opportunity fhall be prefented to us 
of eftablifhing other Catholic Bifhops in the 
United States of America, and till other dif. 
pofitions fhall be made by this apoftolical See, 
We declare, by our apoftolical authority, all 
the Faithful of Chrift living in Cathelic com. 
munion, as well ecclefiaftics as feculars, and 
" allthe clergy and pecple dwelling in the afore- 
faid United States of America, though hither- 
to they may have been fubjeé to other Bifhops 
of other diocefes, to be henceforward fubje& 
tothe Bifhop of Baltimore in all future times; 
and to this Bifhop and to his fucceffors we 
impart power to curb and check, without ap~ 
peal, all perfons who may contradi& or Op- 
pofe their orders, to vifit perfonally or by de- 
puties all Catholic Churches, to remove abu- 
fes, to correé&t the manners of the faithful, 
and to perform all things which other Bifhops 
in their refpeGtive diocefes are accuftomed to 
do and perform, faving in all things our own 
authority and that of this apoftolical See. 
And, whereas by fpecial grant, and for this 
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firft time only, we have allowed the priefts 
exercifing the cure of fouls in the United 
States of America, to ele& a perfon to be ap- 
pointed Bifhop by us, and almoft all their 
votes have been given to our beloved fon 
John Carroll Priefi; We being otherwife 
certified of his faith, prudence, piety and zeal, 
forafmuch as by our mandate he hath during 
the late years direéted the {piritual govern- 
ment of fouls, do therefore, by the plenitude 
of our authority, declare, create, appoint and 
conftitute the faid John Carro! Bifhop and 
Paftor of the faid church of Baltimore, grant- 
ing to him the faculty of receiving the rite of 
confecration from any Catholic Bifhop hold. 
ing communion with the apoftolical See, affif- 
ted by two Ecclefiaftics velted with. fome dig. 
mity, in’ cafe that two Bifhops cannot be had, 
firft having taken the ufual oath according to 
the Roman Pontifical. And we commiffion 
the faid Bifhop eleé to ere& a church in the 
faid city of Baltimore, in form of a Cathedral 
Church, inafmuch as the times and circum- 
frances may allow, to inftitute a body of clergy 
deputed to divine worfhip and to the fervice 
of the faid church, and moreover to eftablith 
an epifcopal ferninary either in the fame city 
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or elfewhere as he fhall judge moft expedient, 
to adminifter ecclefiaftical incomes, and to 
execute all other things which he fhall think 
in the Lord to be expedient for the increafe 
of Catholic faith and the augmentation of the 
worfhip and fplendour of the new-ere&ed 
church. We moreover enjoin the faid Bifhop 
to obey the injun&ions of our Venerable 
brethren the Cardinals DireGlors of the fa- 
cred Congregation de propaganda fide, to 
tranfmit to them at proper times a relation of 
his vifitation of his church, and to inform 
them o£ all things which he fhall judge to be 
ufeful to the fpiritual good and falvation of 
the flock trufted to his charge. We there- 
fore decree that thefe our letters are and ever 
fhall be firm, vad and efficacious, and fhall 
obtain their full and entire effe@&, and be 
obferved inviolable by all perfons whom it 
now doth or hereafter may concern; and that 
all Judges ordinary and delegated, even audi- 
tors of caufes of the facred apoftolical palace, 
and Cardinals of the holy Roman church 
muft thus judge and define, depriving all 
and each of them of all power and autho- 
rity to judge or interpret in any other manner, 
and declaring all to be null and void, if any 

one, 
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one, by any authority, fhould prefume, either 
knowingly or unknowingly, to attempt any 
thing contrary thereunto. | Notwithftanding 
all apoftolical, general or {pecial conftitutions 
and ordinations, publifhed in univerfal, pro- 
vincial and fynodical councils, and all things 
contrary whatfoever. 


Given at Rome at St. Mary Major, under the 
Fifherman’s Ring (Seal) the 6th day of No- 
vember 1789, and in the 15th Year of our 
Pontificate. . 


DUPLICA-T E. 
Lis. 


R. Carp. Brascut OnESTI. 
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LAC-SIMILE REPRINT. 


The preceding pages, copied in fac-simile, by 
photo-lithographic process, for the HISTORICAL 
CLUB, from a very rare pamphlet secured in 
England by the Rev. Francis L Hawks, D. D., 
LL.-D., and now in the possession of the Rev. 
Wp. Stevens Perry, Ds Dieshew that, in 
marked. contrast with the care taken that, at 
the Consecration of Seabury, and of White 
and Provoost, all should be done in accordance 
with the ancient Canons, the Romish hierarchy 
in this. country began with a most irregular con- 
secration, by ove Bishop—a Bishop “iu parti- 
us,’ and this, as will be seen, authorized by a 
Papal Bull. 


Pages 20 to 32 of the pamphlet herewith re- 
printed, are taken up with “ Extracts from the 
different. Bills of Right and Constitutions of 
the Thirteen United States of North America: 
declaring Liberty of Conscience as the Birth- 


ee 
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right of all men. With copies of their Oaths 
of Allegiance and Trust.” 

It seems sufficient here, without reprinting 
these Extracts in full, to cite their Headings, 
which are, verbatim et literatim, as follows: 


New Hampshire Bill of Rights,—Part I, Article 5. 
Dated at Concord, Oct. BE AI7Ss. 


Massachusets Constitution, Part I. Article 2. Dated 
at Cambridge, March 2. 1780. 


Rhode Island Charter ;—14th Charles II. 


Connecticut signed the General Convention, esteeming 
any particular Declaration unnecessary. 


New York Constitution, April 20, 1777.—Articles 
38. and 39. 


New Jersey Constitution,—July'2, t776.—Art. 18. 


Pensyluania Declaration of Rights, —Sept. 28, 1776. 
—Chap. 1. Art. 2,—Chap. 2. Sect. 10.—Sect. 40. 


Delaware Declaration of Rights,~—Sept. 20, 1776— 
Sect. 2, and 3.—Constitution, Art. 22. 


Maryland Declaration of Rights,—Aug. 14. 1776.— 
Art. 33. 35.— Constitution, Art. 55. 
Virginia signed the General Convention. 


Norih Carolina—Dec. 19. 1776.— Declaration of 
Rights, Art. 19.—Constitution, Art. 34. 40. 4t. 


South Carolina signed the Convention. 


Georgia Constitution—Feb. 5. 1777.—Art. 56. 


EXTRACTS from the GENERAL CONSTITU- 
TIONAL DECLARATIONS of the THIRTEEN 
UNITED STATES of AMERICA, assembled in 
CONGRESS, September 17, 1787, and the 12th 
of their INDEPENDENCE, 


[, ext 4 


It is curious to notice the evident satisfaction 
these Declarations as to liberty of conscience 
gave to English and American Romanists in 
1790, and then read the Excyclicals of Gregory 
XVI, (August 13, 1832), and of Pius IX, (De- 
cone: 8, 1863), denouncing the “insanity” * 
of those who -declare, that, ‘ Liberty of con- 
science is the right of every man, and that this 
right ought in every well governed State to be 
proclaimed and asserted by the law,” + and the 
79th Article of the Sy//abus, stigmatizing the 
error of those who deny “ That the civil liberty 
of every mode of worship, and, the full power 
given to all of overtly and publicly manifesting 
their opinions, and their ideas, of all kinds 
whatsoever, conduce more easily to corrupt the 
morals and minds of the people, and to the 
propagation of the pest of indifferentism.t 


* “ Deliramentum.” 


+‘ Libertatem conscientiae et cultuum, esse proprium cujus- 
cumque hominis jus, quod lege proclamari-et asseri debet in 
‘ omni recte constitut& societate.” 


¢ “Civilem cujusque cultus libertatem, itemque plenam potes- 
tatem omnibus attributam quaslibet opiniones cogitationesque 
palam publiceque manifestandi, conducere ad pepulorum mores 
animosque facilius corrumpendas, ac indifferentismi pestem 
propagandam.” 
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Historical Club of the American Church. 

Fac-similes of church documents; papers issued 
by the Historical Club of the American Church. 
TBTE-19, EN. We Ps 5 00-3 

lv. (unpaged) 2hem. 

Contains facsimiles of "important documents 
connected with the early history of the 
American CProtestant Episcopal J Church." 


1. Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.-- 
History. I. Title. 
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